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Patient currently prescribed liothyronine?
Yes

No

No
Is this prescribed through NHS primary care?

Is it being prescribed
by secondary care
(NHS)?

Yes
No
Has the patient been reviewed by a consultant
in the last 12 months to check that they still
meet agreed ‘Green’ commissioning criteria?

Yes

Is it being prescribed by a
private consultant or
privately by the GP?

No
Yes

GP to continue to
prescribe
liothyronine on
FP10.

Refer patient into
secondary care for
review by an NHS
consultant to check
‘Green’ criteria has
been met.

Refer to specialist in secondary care for review. Specialist to assess
patient in line with Green criteria and prescribe a trial of
Liothyronine, completing the agreed pro-forma emailed to
norfolknontariff@nhs.net. Specialist to review within 6 months. If
successful, prescribing to be transferred to primary care when
stable (within 6 months). If not successful, Liothyronine should be
stopped.
If a patient doesn’t meet the agreed ‘Green’ indications there cannot
be any transfer of liothyronine prescribing into primary care. See link
for ‘Red’ and ‘Double Red’ liothyronine indications
If specialist considers that the patient is suitable for dual therapy,
the specialist should contact the Primary Care prescriber to agree
continued prescribing of dual therapy under shared care.

Patient should continue to receive it
privately. If they wish to have it
prescribed on the NHS they will need
to be referred to an NHS consultant for
a review to check whether they meet
NHS criteria.

* Liothyronine (T3) is GREEN (hospital initiated, GP continued) only in the following situations;
•
•

In rare circumstances where patients experience continuing symptoms with levothyroxine despite adequate biochemical correction that have a material impact upon normal day to
day function, and other potential causes have been investigated and eliminated.
In rare circumstances for long-term treatment in cases of levothyroxine induced liver injury.

